
  

 

 

 
Registered Office: 

St. Ambrose, North Road, Leigh Woods, Bristol, BS8 3PW 
Company number: 10462076 

 

 

Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary Catholic Church 
The Presbytery,  

Moorend Road, Charlton Kings, Cheltenham, GL53 9AU 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Mark Moran 
Telephone: 01242 524932 

Email: cheltenham.sacredhearts@cliftondiocese.com  

July 2021 
Parents/Guardians, 

In spite of the unusual year we are all experiencing, the plan remains to run a First Holy Communion 
Programme here at Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. I ask you to read it carefully and to keep it for 
future reference. If you have any questions or concerns about the programme, ceremonies, or any other 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

There will be a meeting in the Parish church on Sunday 7th November at 11.45am [after the Sunday 
mass] for parents and children who are interested in joining this year’s programme.  

Forms must be completed and returned no later than 31st October 2021 

As with all sacramental programmes there is a hope/expectation that the candidate will continue in 
his/her faith. The course will take place on a Sunday morning between 11.45am and 12.30pm.  

This will either be in the parish church or in the parish hall. 

BASIC REQUIREMENTS:- 
1. The programme is open to ALL children who will be 8 or above on 31st August 2022 and who 

have been baptised and attend mass regularly. 
2. Attendance at the sessions is compulsory.  
3. The course will follow a scheme called “I Belong” and a donation of £20 for resources would be 

appreciated. 
4. Once the course has started there will be no late admissions. 
5. Any child admitted to the First Communion Programme should attend one of the masses for 

Sunday (each week) along with a parent or guardian. If you attend mass in another church you 
will be required to get your attendance card signed and dated from the church that you 
attended.  

This year, a parent or guardian, will be required to be present either in the church, so that as 
primary catechists you can help your child to understand more clearly what is happening within the 
mass. Hopefully, you will also have an opportunity to reflect and share your faith and your questions, a 
sentiment Pope Francis and Bishop Declan have reiterated many times. 

"Reflection on the faith will have to be intensified, so as to help all believers in Christ to 
acquire a more conscious and vigorous adherence to the Gospel, especially at a time of 

profound change such as humanity is currently experiencing." 
(Porta fidei, paragraph 8) 

The First Communion Programme is central to the life of the parish. As we are part of the 
Diocese of Clifton, we are called to work more closely with the deanery parishes, which means on rare 
occasions it may be required to attend events at other churches.  

I would like to thank you in anticipation of your support, co-operation and assistance.  

God Bless you all 

Father Mark A. Moran 


