
Downside Abbey and Clifton Diocese   
Holy Land Pilgrimage 
28 July to 6 August 2021 
 
Spiritual Directors; Fr. Anselm Brumwell, Vocations Director of 
Downside Abbey and Fr. Colin Mason, Vocations Director of Clifton Diocese 
 
ITINERARY  
 
Day 1 –  Arrival Day  
 
Depart BA 165 London Heathrow -Tel Aviv 08:00 15:00  

Transfer to hotel in Bethlehem, for dinner and overnight stay. 
 
1800 hrs Mass at St. Mary’s Well Church in Beit Sahour celebrated 
by Fr. Mamdouh of the School of Joy. 
Pilgrim’s Blessing during the Mass. 
 
Dinner and overnight in Bethlehem. 

Day 2 – Bethlehem 
 
0555 hrs Mass at the Grotto in the Church of the Nativity  
Shepherd’s Field. 
 
0930 hrs Meet Fr. Mamdouh, and visit School of Joy. 
Later, visit City of David, including Hezekiah's Tunnel. 
Ein Karem – Birthplace of John the Baptist and site of the Visitation 
Tour of Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. 
Dinner and overnight in Bethlehem.  
 
Day 3 – Jerusalem 
 
Mount of Olives, Ascension Chapel, and from there descend down the hill 
to visit the Pater Noster Church where we can recite the Lord’s Prayer 
at the place where Jesus taught his disciples the same prayer. We then 
descend to the Kidron Valley via the Palm Sunday route taken by Jesus 
 
1100 hrs Mass at Dominus Flevit Church (inside chapel) 
 
Garden of Gethsemane, and the Church of All Nations. 
In the afternoon Coenaculum (place of the Last Supper), Dormition 
Abbey, St. Peter in Gallicantu Church. If time, we may be able to walk the 
walls of the Old City of Jerusalem. 
Dinner and overnight in Bethlehem. 
 
 



Day 4 Friday 26 July – Jerusalem 

0800 – 0830 hrs, or possibly earlier, Mass on Calvary at the 
Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre 

Visit the Western Wall (Wailing Wall), Western Wall Tunnels and/or the 
Temple Mount (Dome of the Rock), although this cannot be guaranteed! 
Walk the “Via Dolorosa” reciting the Stations of the Cross, with our 
own Cross, until we reach the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Visit the 
Herodian, Herod the Great’s Palace and site of his tomb. 

Dinner and overnight in Bethlehem. 

 
Day 5 – Betheny and Jericho 
  
Leave Bethlehem and head towards the Dead Sea. En route visit the 
Church of Martha, Mary and Lazarus in Betheny. Visit “Lazarus’Tomb” and 
then the Church commemorating the Parable of the Good Samaritan. 

1100 hrs Mass at Betheny Church 

Travel to Jericho. Ascend by cable car the Mount of Temptation, and visit 
the Orthodox Monastery.  
Visit the original Baptismal Site, Qasr Al-Yahud, with Renewal of 
Baptismal Vows, and a chance to plunge into the Jordan River.  
Dinner and overnight at Camp Site in the Wilderness where we will 
prepare our own meal, and have an evening walk in the surrounding 
countryside. 
 
Day 6– Qumran, the Dead Sea and Mount Tabor 
 
Watch the sun rise in the Wilderness. 
Visit Qumran, the place where the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered. 
Arrive at the Dead Sea for a floating experience! 
Travel to Galilee stopping at Bet She’an archaeological site. 
 
01400 hrs Mass at the Main Altar Basilica of the Transfiguration 
 
Visit Church at Naim commemorating the raising of the widow’s son. (This 
is very difficult to organise!) 
Dinner and overnight in Nazareth. 
 
Day 7 – Sea of Galilee 
 
0900 hrs Mass at Mount of the Beatitudes 
 
Ride on a boat on the Sea of Galilee, departing from near Gennesseret 
Archaeological Site at Magdala.  



Visit ruins of Church at Kursi and site of Bethsaida. 
Dinner and overnight in Nazareth. 
 
Day 8– Nazareth/Galilee 
 
Visit Holy Well in St. Gabriel’s Church Nazareth. 
Primacy of Peter Church (Mensa Christi) and Capernaum.   
Visit Tabgha Monastery. 
 
Lunch and then swim in the Sea of Galilee. 
 
1530 hrs Mass at Dalmanutha outside Altar 
  
Dinner and overnight in Nazareth. 
 
 
Day 9– Nazareth/Banias 
 
0800 hrs Mass in front of Our Lady’s House at the Basilica of the 
Annunciation 
 
Tour of the Basilica and St. Joseph’s Chapel. 
Visit Banias; Caesarea Philippi, including the archaeological site, The 
Herman springs and waterfall. We will walk between the two sites if time 
allows.  
Rafting in the Jordan River. 
Dinner and overnight in Nazareth. 
 
 
Day 10 – Cana/Ben Gurion airport – Departure Day  
  
09:00 – 09:50 Mass at the Wedding Church at Cana. 
 
Sepphoris/Zippori Archaeological site with beautiful mosaics and where 
Joseph and Jesus may have worked. 
 
Depart BA 164 Tel Aviv - London Heathrow 16:35 19:55 
 
 
Cost/what is included and excluded 
 
British Airways have not yet released their prices for our flights but based 
on best estimates, the all inclusive price for this pilgrimage will be around 
£1550 in a shared room with ensuite facilities, apart from when we are 
camping! No profit is being made on this trip, and although a lot of 
money, this represents good value for a very full Itinerary.  
 



The price includes; 
4 nights at Paradise Bethlehem hotel or similar 
1 night at Khan David Bedouin camp or similar 
4 nights at St. Margaret hotel Nazareth or similar 
9 breakfasts in hotels buffet style 
9 dinners in hotels buffet style 
9 lunches; 1 St. Peter fish + 8 light lunches 
Entrance fees as per programme 
2 bottles of water 0.5 litres each, and you can purchase more 
Cross for Via Dolorosa 
Masses, but please remember your usual offering! 
Porterage and tips for guide and driver 
Meet & assist 
Welcome kit (hat & map) 
 

The price excludes; 
               Retreat costs 
              Travel costs to and from Heathrow Airport 

 Travel Insurance when flights are booked 
 Drinks during meals 
 Tips, apart from for guide and driver which are included  
 Anything else not mentioned above eg personal expenditure 
 

Payment 
With the coronavirus pandemic still impacting upon overseas travel, the 
following arrangements will apply;  
 

• To reserve a place please complete the booking form 
and return it by email to Rina at rinabird@outlook.com 
 

• You will also need to transfer a reservation fee of £150 to 
the following account; Simple Pilgrim Company Limited 
Account Number 02317342 Sort Code  09 01 29 Note 
[Your Name] HL21 

• If for whatever reason the pilgrimage cannot proceed, the 
reservation fee will be reimbursed to you, so please very 
accurately complete your bank details on the booking 
form. The Reservation Fee will not be refunded if 
you change your mind as this money will be used to 
reserve our flights. We need to be very sure about how 
many seats the group requires. 

• A second instalment of £500 will then be payable on 4 
January 2021 

• The balance payment, most likely about £900, will then 
be payable 10 weeks before we travel, which will be 19 
May 2021 



• If at any time you find that you are unable to be with us 
on the pilgrimage, any monies that you have paid will 
not be refunded, so make sure that you have adequate 
travel insurance from the time that the pilgrimage is 
confirmed. These payments will be used to subsidise 
another pilgrim who would otherwise not be able to afford 
to be with us on the Pilgrimage. 

Before you book please note! 

• This is a very active pilgrimage so you do need to be 
reasonably fit! The swimming and kayaking can be 
avoided, but not the walking, some of which is not on flat 
terrain.  

• It is not possible to cater for specific dietary 
requirements. Most of our food will be served buffet style 
with a wide selection, so it should be possible to avoid 
foods that you either do not like, or are allergic too. The 
guide will be able to help you make inquiries of the chef. 
Vegetarians are well catered for as there is generally a 
good range of salads. If you have a life threatening 
allergy to some food, then it would probably be best not 
to join the group.  

• It will be hot, probably in excess of 30C, but the coach 
and hotel rooms are air conditioned. However, during 
these hotter months the Holy sites are less busy, so we 
will be able to see more!  

• To join this Pilgrimage it is essential that you are either a 
Catholic, or seeking full Communion with the Catholic 
Church, resident in the UK, and between 18 and 35ish 
years of age.  

• If for whatever reason you need a visa you will need to 
obtain this for yourself. You must have at least 6 months 
left on your passport calculated from the date of our 
return ie 6 February 2022. If you have any unusual 
stamps in your passport eg from Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, it 
would be wise to obtain another passport. If you have 
doubts please contact the Israeli Embassy in London, 
although this is not a guaranteed solution! 

• The success of the Pilgrimage depends to a large degree 
on the group getting to know one another, so you will be 
expected to make every effort to attend a Retreat. Details 
of this will be available well in advance. The cost of this is 
not included in the price, but costs will be kept to a 
minimum. 



• We will be with a Catholic guide (with a wife and son) 
who will be constantly be checking to ensure the group’s 
safety. We will not be visiting places where there is a 
security issue. We will pass through many check points as 
security will be tight, particularly at the airport. 

• The Itinerary is as accurate as it can be at this stage. It 
revolves very much around when and where we can 
arrange Mass. The order, and indeed where, the group 
visits on any day can change, and at short notice too! 

 

…and Finally! 

…it will be amazing! 

 

Rina 2/8/20 

 

 

 
 

 


