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Dear Enquirer, 

The RCIA Journey in Faith is the process by which adults who are not Catholics are welcomed into the Christian 
family in the Catholic Church. Becoming a Catholic is not just a matter of learning and accepting a number of beliefs. 
It is a process of growth or conversion. This is why it is sometimes called ‘Journey in Faith’. It involves personal 
growth, as well as growing into a particular Catholic community or parish.  

You are very welcome to join the deanery Journey in Faith course that this year 2018/9 takes place  at Sacred Hearts. 
Many ordinary parishioners find the sessions helpful to develop their knowledge of their faith. Perhaps you are 
married to a Catholic and wish to find out more about his/her faith. Perhaps you are already a Catholic and wish to 
grow more into your faith, or perhaps you are just thinking about becoming a Catholic. If so, then the RCIA Journey 
in Faith is for you. 

After an initial period of enquiry, some people may feel they wish to become a Catholic, although they may not feel 
ready or able to be a full member of the Catholic Church just yet. They will have accepted the way of Jesus Christ, 
but are not necessarily ready or willing to believe all that the Catholic Church believes and teaches. There is a special 
service (or rite) which takes place in the Church to mark this, called the Rite of Acceptance. The Rite of Acceptance is 
usually celebrated on a Sunday shortly before Christmas.  

Together with their sponsors, the candidates join in the parish’s liturgy as well as continuing to meet each week with 
the RCIA team and other enquirers for our evening sessions. We will spend this period discovering the power of God 
in our lives and learning more about the basic beliefs of the Catholic Church. Sometimes people may spend a year or 
more before taking a further step, but more often this period lasts only a few months. The RCIA is not a programme 
into which people are straight-jacketed, so you can take as long as you need for your particular journey.  

Lent is a time of special preparation and reflection on baptism not only for our candidates but also for all Catholics 
throughout the world. On the First Sunday of Lent, people throughout our diocese who wish to be baptised at Easter 
gather at Clifton Cathedral in Bristol to be called (or elected) to Baptism by our Bishop.  

Three special rites, called Scrutinies, are celebrated in the run up to Easter, during which the elect are called to 
experience the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ in their own lives, and to scrutinize their lives in light of the 
Gospel. It is a joyful season of growth.  

After sunset on the eve of Easter Sunday, your parish gathers at the Church for the Easter Vigil. We celebrate Christ’s 
giving light to the world through his resurrection from death, we hear proclaimed the story of our salvation through 
several scripture readings. Those who are ready are baptised and confirmed and receive the Eucharist for the first 
time. It is the most important and most joyous celebration in the whole Church year. 

If you would like to know more about the RCIA, or if you are interested in knowing more about the Catholic Church, I 
would be delighted to talk it through with you. 

Yours sincerely 

Frs David Mills, Mark Moran & Tony Pazhayakalam, CST 


